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"ITS DEVELOPMENT SHOULD BE GUIDED — 


"I desire to bring to your attention, with a view to future action, the so- 
called Chicago Plan for the development and improvement of our city, with which 
plan you have all doubtless been made acquainted by newspaper publication and 
otherwise and which has been or soon will be laid before you in detail. 


"In my judsment, the men who have fathered this project have done a most im 
portant work for their city and their fellow citizens. They have labored unselfish- 
ly as volunteers. They have given freely of their time and energy and money for a 
number of years to produce a clear, concrete and comprehensive plan of municipal 
development calculated to utilize the natural advantages of Chicago in the direc- 
tion of making it a beautiful and attractive city as well as a commercial metropo- 
lis. I am now asked to present the result of their work to you with a view to se- 
curing your co-operation and, in presenting it, to make clear certain points as 
follows: 


"1. The central idea out of which the Chicago plan has grown, as I understand 
it, is this: If Chicago is to become, as we all believe, the greatest and most at- 
tractive city on this continent, its development and improvement should be guided 
alony certain definite and pre-arranged lines to the end that the necessary expen- 
ditures for public improvements from year to year may serve not only the purpose of 
the moment but also the needs of the future; and to the end further that improve- 
ments made from time to time, and piecemeal, as necessity calls for them, may in 
the long run fit into and become parts of a well-considered, consistent, practical, 
orgunized scheme of municipal development. 


"2. The Chicago plan has been formulated as a basis and starting point, as it 
were, from which to work in the development of an official municipal plan that 
shall embrace the making of public improvements and the development of public util- 
ities in coming years. It is not presented to us as a hard and fast plan to be ac- 
cepted or rejected as it stands. It is presented more as a suggestion of the pos- 
sibilities of our situation, to be utilized in whole or in part in the development 
of an official plan as the best judgment of this community may determine. 


"3. The Chicago plan is not presented as a scheme for spending untold mil- 
lions of dollars now or in the future; on the contrary, it is a comprehensive sug- 
gestion of what may be accomplished in the course of years - it may be fifty, it 
may be a hundred - by spending in conformity with a well defined plan the money 
which we must spend anyhow from time to time on permanent public improvements. 
Paris has been made the world's most beautiful city only because she has followed 
for more than fifty years the policy of making public improvements in conformity 
with a clearly defined plan. If the Chicago plan were adopted now, a good start 
towards its realization could be made at once and without a dollar of cost to the 
people by having the refuse and excavated materials, disposition of which is be- 
coming a burden, dumped in the lake at specified localities for the makiny of is- 
lands, outer parks, etc. 
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TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF THE FUTURE" 


"4, The Chicago plan is in conflict with no other plan or project for the in- 
dustrial or commercial development of Chicago. It fits in with the recommendations 
of the Harbor Commission; it takes into account and provides for the city's growing 
transportation needs both in relation to steam roads and in relation to transporta- 
tion within the city limits and communication between the different divisions of 
the city. 


"5. This plan is not to be considered us the embodiment of an artist's dream 
or the project of theoretical city beautifiers who have lost sight of every day af- 
fairs and who have forgotten the needs and interests of the mass of the people. On 
the contrary, the men who have produced the Chicago plan are all hard-headed busi- 
ness men whose interests individually and collectively are bound up absolutely with 
the industrial and commercial growth of this city. They are men who have learned 
by experience and observation that development, and beautification, if you please, 
making Chicago attractive to visitors from all parts of the world, will add to Chi- 
cago's resources a very great commercial asset, the value of which will be reflect- 
ed in every piece of real estate within our limits. In producing this plan they 
have particularly had in mind relief for the neglect from which the great West Side 
has suffered and for the congestion at the city's commercial center which has so 
impeded healthy growth of the entire business district. In short, they have had in 
mind at every step in the production of the Chicago plan not only the artistic but 
the commercial and industrial development of the City of Chicugo alongs lines that 
promise the best results at the least expenditure of time, effort and money. 


"6. The Chicago plan does not contemplate the remodeling of Chicago in a 
year or a decade. It is the suggestion of a plan for the far future - a suggestion 
of something to grow to. The suggestion is offered now because the sooner compre- 
hensive planning and building are undertaken the more quickly results will be ac- 
complished and the less they will cost. 


"The fathers of the Chicago plan have asked for the appointment of a com 
mission to take up this question and study further the problems involved in the 
Chicago plan, with a view to determining whether it is feasible to adopt any part 
of said plan now, and if so, where to begin. 


"Therefore, I respectfully recomaend that your Honorable Body authorize the 
Mayor to appoint such a commission to be composed of members of your Honorable Body 
and citizens, whose duty it shall be to take up this question, to the end that the 
whole city and all elements in it may be fully informed as to what is contemplated 
in this plan for the future, so that an official plan of Chicago may be produced 
that will have the endorsement and support of the entire municipality." 


This ts a letter, taken fron the Council Proceedings for July 
9, 1909, from Mayor Fred A. Busse of Chicago to the Common 
Council urging the creation of acity planning commission. 














SOME RECENT PLANNING 


1. A petition is filed with the Common Council 
asking for a street vacation in an industrial area. 
The petition is referred to the City Plan Commis- 
sion for a report. The City Plan Commission, in 
carrying out its Master Plan or a detail thereof, 
is of the opinion that the industry should make 





PROBLEMS OF OUR CITIES 


5. "In our community we have an official plan- 
ning commission. We haven't been able to get any 
money for its operation, however. The Mayor has 
been willing to assign the City Mmgineer to this 
department. The City Imgineer works for the De- 
partment of Public Wiorks. It is entirely possible 





certain dedications of 
land for street purposes. 
How far can the Comnis- 
sion go in insisting upon 
exchanges of this kind? 





2. The Common Council 
has asked the City Plan 
Commission to report on : 
the elimination of a jog 7s Os 
in an important street. 
The City Plan Commission 
submits a recommendation 
which is based upon a ; ; } 
study for the potential a 
use of this street and ] 
which is also based upon 
sound engineering design. ~ 
The Common Council de- i. 
cides to change this plan 1 48 
somewhat,odut in so doing To 
it completely negatives 
the effectiveness of the salen 
proposed jog elimination. 
To what extent should the l\p 
City Plan Commission "in- : 
sist" before the Common 
Council upon the adoption 
of its plan? 














AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
CITY PLAN COMM. 








that the Plan Commission 


will make recommenda- 
5 tions which may conflict 
i with the views of the 
{ Commissioner of the De- 





partment of Public Works, 
The City mgineer is 
serving two masters: the 
City Plan Commission 
which is paying him no 








salary, and the Public 
= Works Commissioner who 
| led ¢ lel le does pay him a salary. 
V A ‘ Under ordinary circu 

i iy Pili iiiiil 
ro trippy stances he would be ex- 


pected to carry out the 
wishes of the Public 
Works Commissioner. How 
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es) ah) 8 6. The City Plan Com 
denies | | Leelee Len mission has been called 
—— >= upon to make a plan for 
| s the widening of an impor- 
r tant highway. Betore 
AS ORDERED CONDEMNED BY ouch « plas can be ate 


quately prepared a number 
of studies must be ob- 


COMMON COUNCIL 








3. The 


Common Council asks the City Plan Com- 
recommendation on a proposed street 
The Commission recommends azgsinst such 

saying that it is not necessary and 
will not be required for many years. Because of 
some local pressure the Common Council decides, 
however, to proceed with the so-culled improvement. 
Should the City Plan Commission sit by or should 
it call this matter to the attention of interested 
citizens and the newspapers? In other words, to 
what extent should the Commission go in urging the 
acceptence of its recommendation? Or, should it 
content itself with the submission of recommende- 
tions to the levislative body? 


miceino far ir 
Mission ior 4 


opening. 
an opening, 





4. "Every time a proposul of the City Plenning 
Commission is put before the Town Board, which af- 
fects some property owner adversely, we find that 
the meeting of the Towm Board is packed by oppo- 
nents, while very few of the people in favor of 
suiteble planning for our community are present. 
Is this a matter with whichthe Planning Commission 
should concern itself? Would it be entirely proper 
for us to cull this matter to the ettention of the 
public either by letter, by telephone, or through 
the press in the hope proponents of the improve- 
ment would also be present at the town meeting?" 


8A 


tained. Among other 
things, a study of the actual values on both sides 
of the strect must be procured. Buildings must be 
locuted accurately. Assessed valuations and actual 
valuations should be noted. An exuct survey is 
not, nowever, required. The inform:.tion needed by 
the Plan Commission might be taken irom existing 
..Surance maps, or from the land use survey with 
some checking in the field. Is it proper for the 
City Plun Conmission or departinent to prepare these 
maps,or should the City Mngineer be asked to do so? 





7. How far snould the City Plan Commission go 
in the preparation of newspaper articles urging 
the importance of carrying out certain planned 


projects of the pl.nning commission? 





8. The City Plan Comission has a very Limited 
pudvet. It does not huve »nouyh money to obtain 
the services of a secretarial staff and a planning 
enzincer. Which is the more importunt for a small 
office? 





9. A subdivider presents a plat which does not 
conform to the street plan. Shall the City Plan- 
ning Commission merely advise that it has to be re 
drawn and resubmitted or shall it re-design tk 
major street layout on the plat? 
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YONKERS, NEW YORK 
By T. T. McCrosky, Planning Director 
City Planning Commission 


The Yonkers Planning Board was established in 
1931 as a permanent branch of the city government. 
Since that time two Progress Reports have been 
published, giving factual information concerning 
the city,and recommendations for meeting the needs 
of the future. In the spring of 1936 a special 
Industrial Survey report was issued. 

Throughout the more than five years of its 
existence, the Planning Board has laid particular 
stress upon the financial side of city planning. 
It has been instrumental in the adoption of a Six- 
Year Capital Improvement Program as a guide to 
succeeding city administrations. It has been con- 
sistent in advocating full use of existing facili- 
ties before recommending new improvements involv- 
ing large capital outlays. This policy has been 
applied to such problems as automobile parking, 
optimum use of the school plant, etc. 

The Planning Board has been successful in ad- 
vocating a policy of foreclosure of city-owned tax 
liens on vacant land, with a view to obtaining 
badly needed playground, park and school sites, 
and also property suitable for resale by the city 
for private industrial use. It has been found that 
in such actions the city either obtains useful 
property or obliges the owner to pay past due taxes 
that he would otherwise allow to accumulate. 

In 1936 the Planning Board has taken a strong 
stand against expenditure of city funds for im 
provement of subdivision streets. As a result of 
this attitude, the city is making no improvements 
of any kind whatsoever in any street shown on the 
City Official Map as a private street; and in ad- 
dition, is not accepting offers of dedication of 
such private streets until they have been suitably 
improved by the ommers. The former policy was to 
accept dedicution of unimproved streets, after 
which the city made the necessary improvements and 
assessed the cost against the abutting property 
and, in proper cases, against an area of benefit. 
High delinquency in payment of assessment install- 
ments has proved this policy to have been unwise. 

An unsolved problem in Yonkers arises in the 
case of those owners who elect to build private 
streets on their acreage property without consult- 
ing the Plenning Board, and then sell building 
plots by metes and bounds; instead of first sub- 
mitting a plet for approval, filing it for record, 
and sellin, with reference to the plat. Metes and 
bounds developers install full improvements in 
their streets - paving, curbs, sidewalks, sewers, 
water mains, etc. - and then offer these streets 
to the Common Council for dedication. Under the 
New York State law such offers may not be accepted 
until the Common Council has given the Planning 
Board an opportunity to render a report. It is be- 
lieved that the state planning law should be amend- 


b °d to require submission of all street plans to the 


Planning Bozrd before street construction is start- 
ed, regardless of whether the owner intends to sell 
by reference to a filed plat or by metes and bounds. 
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Courtesy, Los Angeles Csty Planning Department 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
From the Annual Report of the Board of 
City Planning Commissioners 


The most outstanding achievementof the Board, 
and of the Department, during the year was the suc- 
cessful culmination of our plans for providing the 
City with adequate open space about new residen- 
tiul buildings by front, side, and rear yard re- 
quirements. . . Several important amendments to the 
zoning ordinunces were also enacted. The old Resi- 
dence District Ordinance, whichis the only protec- 
tion afforded those portions of the City not defi- 
nitely zoned, was revised and modernized in order 
to give more protection to these areas until they 
can be definitely zoned. 

Considerable attention was given to furthering 
the development of our Civic Center and the devel- 
opment of the Union Railway Terminal site. The 
Board took an exceedingly active part in the dis- 
cuscions with Federal Government officials who 
planned to locate the Working Post Office on the 
Union Terminal site. The Federal (Government has 
now abandoned this proposal and is attemptiny to 
devise another more in harmony with the City's 
plans. 

With the assistance of technical workers fur- 
nished the Department under an S.E.R.A. project, 
valuable data in connection with the refinement of 
our Master Plen of Traffic Arteries were secured. 
In addition, a "Use of Property Survey" of the ma- 
jor portions of the City was completed and data 
compiled, this data now being used by many other 
city, county, state and federal agencies. 
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NEW LAKE FRONT HIGHWAY FOR CLEVELAND 
By Joseph S. Kreinberg, Executive Secretary 
City Plan Commission 


For the past fifteen years city officials of 
Cleveland have been negotiating with the owmers of 
property along the east shore of Lake Erie for the 
construction of a lake-front highway between the 
downtown district and Gordon Park, a distance of 
about three miles. The ownership of submerged land 
off the shore has always been in controversy but 
all interests have agreed that some adequate high- 
way would be necessary for its development. The 
New York Central Railroad parallels the shore about 
1,000 feet back from the established bulkhead line 
and isolates it from the rest of the city. From 
time to time apparent agreement has been reached 
but the project never got to the point of actual 
construction. 

With the advent of federal participation in 
municipal improvements, agitation for the lake- 
front highway was renewed and it was finally ap- 
proved as a WPA project. 

Constriction was started in 1955 and was 
pushed as repidly as possible during the past win- 
ter. The highway skirts the Midway section of the 
Great Lakes Exposition, which fact gave an added 
incentive to complete at least the westerly section 
as early as possible. 

The combined result of the opening of the 
lake-front hichway and the Great Lakes Exposition 
has been to create a new interest in public devel- 
opment along the water front and to create 4 very 
strong popular demand for the continuation of the 
highway as a lake-front boulevard in front of ex- 
isting residentiel areas both to the east and the 
west of central commercial sections. 


LOUISVILLE DEFENDS ITS OFFICIAL MAP 


The most important planning development in 
Louisville is, according to H. W. Alexander (ASPO), 
secretary of the City Planning and Zoning Commis- 
sion, the pending court case in which the consti- 
tutionality of the Official Map is attacked. This 
cease is of interest to all cities requiring and 
seeking means to protect their future street plans. 

We have been informed thet the city is defend- 
ing the case vigorously and has employed Mr. Al- 
fred Bettman to take full charge. 

Mr. Alexander promises to keep ASPO members 
informed of progress of the case in the News Let- 
ter. 
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Courtesy, Joseph S. Kreinberg 


SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 
By Russel O. Koenig, Engineer-Secretary 
City Planning Commission 


Saginaw's City Planninz Commission was estab- 
lished by ordinance in February 1936 under a man- 
datory provision of the recently adopted Council- 
Manager city charter. It follows the Michigan en- 
abling act and is given all of the ovower and du- 
ties prescribed therein. 

The chief objective of the Commission is to 
prepare and adopta comprehensive plan for Saginaw, 
its metropolitan area, and such other areas as bear 
important relationship to the community. Much of 
the groundwork was laid by a previous commission 
established in 1926 which had prepared zoning and 
thoroughfare plans now in effect and had collected 
considerable planning information and data, much 
of which was done by an extensive CWA project. 

In 1935 the City Hall was destroyed by fire, 
and with it more than 125 maps and charts together 
with other planning data. However, from 60 to 65 
per cent of the records other than population data 
were saved in the original form or in photographic 
reproductions. With what remains as a nucleus, 
and with the limited funds available, the commis- 
sion is collecting planning data giving particular 
attention to land use and land use trends, popula- 
tion studies, public improvements, land values, 
and tax data. Previously, little of the informa- 
tion obtained covered more than the metropolitan 
area. It is expected that land use and population 
data will be obtained for as much of the entire 
trade area as funds and facilities will permit. 

i¢ Works Program: Two of the larger pub- 
lic works projects undertaken, the development of 
Court Street as a parkway and the improvement of 
Ojibway Island flood lands as a park, are included 
in the list of Emergency Public Works projects re- 
commended by the Planning Commission. It is ex- 
pected that work on a third,a trunk sewer travers- 
ing an area badly in need of sanitary facilities, 
will start during the next month. 

Current Problems: There are a number of prob- 
lems needing immediate attention. These include 
a revision of the Building Zone Map and the neces- 
sary amendments to the textof the zoning ordinance 
which should be done concurrently with the general 
revision of city ordinances; the adoption of mini- 
mum improvement requirements for land platting; 
and a restudy of the thoroughfare plan with special 
reference to the location of future bridges is un 
der consideration. 
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SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 
By Glenn A. Rick, Planning Engineer 
City Planning Commission 


San Diego has experienced some difficulty in 
having owners violate the zone ordinances by means 
of metes and bounds sales. As for instance selling 
off a portion of a lot smaller than the minimum 
size permitted. There is nothing in the ordinance 
to prevent such sales or gifts. However, when the 
owner of such parcel attempts to obtain a building 
permit it is denied, but on an appeal it is fre- 
quently granted. In some instances the permit has 
been denied on appeal; this results in repeated 
sales and attempts to gain a zone variance by each 
new owner. 

Another matter of inter- 
est to us is the item of con- 
trol to be exercised in sub- 
division of land. Im consid- 
ering a new ordinance the 
Planning Commission favored 
having all the necessary im- 
provements installed prior to 
acceptance of the map, and the 
dedication of the streets. 
However, it appears that the 
City may accept the maps if 
an agreement is signed by the 
subdivider backed with a per- 
formance bond, guaranteeing 
that the improvements will be installed within a 
reasonable time. I am interested in knowing how 
many cities compel the improvements to be installed 
before the acceptance of the map. 

A very interesting record has been kept by 
our office for several years of the new residential 
construction in the 25 sections of San Diego. This 
record offers a splendid barometer of district 
growth. Consequently the public improvement de- 
mands of the particular area may be anticipated in 
advance. 

Since the enactment of our minimum yard and 
area ordinance amendment to the zoning law one 
year ago the Planning Department has checked every 
building permit before it has been issued. As a 
result of this careful checking, disputes over 
property lines have decreased. 

In some parts of the City, the City Planning 
Commission not only passes upon the use of the 
property, but also on the exterior design of all 
new buildings. This has been done for two years 
and those areas so controlled have shown a decided 
improvement in character and type of home con- 
structed. 





PONTIAC, MICHIGAN APPROPRIATION 


Appropriation of $6,000 has been made for the 
Pontiac City Planning Commission during the next 
fiscal year to bring to completion its study of 
the city and preparation of a zoning ordinance. 
The chairman of the Pontiac Commission is Paul A. 
Kern; the consultant is Everett Smith Cofran (ASPO) 
of Bloomfield Hills. 


ADVANCE PLANNING BENEFITS DES MOINES 
By Mrs. Edyth Howard, Secretary 
City Plan and Zoning Commission 


The City of Des Moines has had conclusive evi- 
dence in recent months of the value of city plan- 
ning. Several years ago the City Council provided 
funds to the City Plan Commission to secure the 
help of planning engineers in the development of a 
city plan. Plans were made at that time fora 
civic center, treatment of the river front, design 
of storm and sanitary sewers for the entire mmi- 
cipal area, and planned provision for many radial 
and traffic thoroughfares. The river improvement 
extends throughout the business and industrial dis- 
trict. 

At the time the plans for Des Moines were 
made there existed an adverse sentiment among cer- 
tain groups and on the part of individuals in the 
city which may have been reflected in a wave of 
economy during which the services of the city plan 
engineer were dispensed with. 

In seeking constructive projects for employ- 
ing WPA funds in ways useful to the city and as an 
aid to local unemployment, the director of the Iowa 
WPA discovered that plans had been prepared for 
highway and river improvements and other community 
needs, and with the assistance of the engineering 
department of Des Moines obtained approval for 
several million dollars expenditure on these 
planned civic projects. 

Des Moines was ready with plans and received 
federal assistance in providing needed and useful 
municipal improvements which would not otherwise 
have been constructed for many years to come and 
perhaps not even then. 

It was the belief of those who were instru- 
mental in the preparation and adoption of the Com- 
prehensive City Plan, that some of the proposed 
projects would be realized possibly within 25 
years. Little did they dream, because of the e- 
normous expense involved, that so many of the more 
important ones would be accomplished within six 
years. 

Numerous plats of new subdivisions have been 
presented for approval during the past year to the 
City Plan Commission. These new subdivisions are 
not provided with sewers, water, sidewalks and 
other facilities needed. The Des Moines Commis- 
sion has been wondering how other cities have met 
the problem and to what extent they require the 
installation of utilities and what their minimum 
requirements are. 

The Commission is also occupied at present 
with finding the answer to the question of "spot 
zoning." In several instances the zoning commis- 
sion has recommended that a petition requesting a 
change from residence to commercial of the four 
corners of an intersection be denied. The zoning 
committee (Board of Zoning Appeals) gave as its 
reason for a denial - after careful study, inspec- 
tion of the premises, audience given to affected 
property owners -— that there was not a demand for 
more commercial area as considerable undeveloped 
commercial property existed in the vicinity. 
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ExHiBIT B 


CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 


TLAN TA, GA 








— 
Courtesy, &. 0. Torres 


SUBDIVISION CONTROL IN ATLANTA 


The real estate groups in Atlanta, and Fulton 
d DeXalb counties, Georgia, are cooperating with 
heir municipal planning commissions according to 
R. W. Torras, engineer and secretary of the Atlen- 
ta City Planning Commission. "The elimination of 
future narrow streets, ill-sheped lots, faulty 
street design, dead-end streets and many other un- 
desireable features," Mr. Torras suys, "is an accon- 
plished fact in these counties." 
In 1921 an ordinance was enacted to require 
thet all new subdivision plets of more than five 
lots receive the approval of the Plcnning Commis- 


op 
rs; 


RACINE, WISCONSIN 
By Milton Breivogel, Engineer 
City Planning Commission 


Early this summer we introduced into the Com 
mon Council a Platting Guide for the future plat- 
ting of lands in and about the City of Racine. 
This Guide is now before the Committee of the Whole 
of the Common Council, and should come up for pas- 
Seve within the next month. We have also completed 
a@ Kecl Property Survey of the City and have mapped 
these date. 

The Zoning Ordinance is practically complete 
and will be introduced into the Common Council 


within the next month. 

Durin, the past summer we have made traffic 
counts and ere mapping this census material for 
future reference. 

During the coming winter we hope to complete 
other phases of the city plen for the City of Ra- 


sion of Atlanta before filing. Mr. Torras states 
that in many instances additional lots have re- 
sulted from the re-design of subdivision plats. 
"Exhibit A" and "Exhibit B", shown above, are an 
illustration of his point. 

The tebulations given below provide further 
detail for an analysis of Mr. Torras's contention. 


Exhibit A 
Total Good Lots 234 
Total Poor Lots —_52 
Total Lots 286 


Exhibit B 
Total Good Lots 277 
Total Poor Lots _17 
Total Lots 294 


JUNIOR CHAMBER ENDORSES PLANNING 


A program to stimulate the layman's interest 
in city planning has recently been announced by 
the United States Junior Chamber of Commerce 
through its Committee on City Planning, headed ty 
William Exton, Jr. 

The committee proposes to assemble an exten- 
Sive city planning exhibit which will be made a- 
vailable to any junior chamber wishing to sponsor 
an educational project in city planning. Junior 
chambers in every city will be invited to contri- 
bute materials to the exhibit. 

First showing will be at the exhibition of 
city planning to be held by the Mayor's Committee 
on City Planning of New York City, beginning Feb- 
ruary 25, 1937. Thereafter, the exhibit will be 
sent on a tour inwhich it will be shown in a large 
number of cities throughout the country, and it is 
suggested that it might be returned to New York in 
1939 for display at the World's Fair. 
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PORTLAND, OREGON 
By Harry D. Freeman, Technical Director 
City Planning Commission 


One major planning effort of the Portland 
City Planning Commission recently completed is the 
report on “Public Recreational Areas." The staff 
report comprises some 300 pages, and there is a 
summary of 60 pages. 

The Park report was presented to the Council 
on Au-ust 17. On the following August 31, the 
Council decided to submit a ten-year park program 
(using revenue from a special 0.4 of a mill levy) 
to the voters at the general election in November. 
This program is designed to secure the most needed 
parks and playgrounds, andat the same time aid the 
City in converting city-owned, delinquent land to 
park use. This is not a luxury program by any 
means, as the revenues will amount to only about 
$112,000.00 per year. But, by trading city-owned 
land, our Commissioner of Finance, Mr. R. E. Riley, 
believes all the needed park property can be se- 
cured in a short time. He proposes that the City 
sell it to the Park Bureau by contract, and that 
the Bureau of Parks pay the City as revenues accrue 
annually from the special levy. In this way the 
City can get rid of burdensome land, and neighbor- 
hoods can secure their badly needed parks without 
waiting a long time. 

It may be wondered why we have to "buy" land 
for parks which we now actually own. Briefly, the 
City has bought in only those delinquent proper- 
ties which have bonded liens against them for pav- 
ing, sidewalks, sewers, etc. The Supreme Court 
said, some years ago, that if the County took over 
tax-abendonsd land, the City would lose the right 
to collect the outstending assessments against the 
bonded property taken. Local improvement bonds 
are a general obligation in this state. Therefore, 
in order to protect the City's interest in the 
bonds which must be paid, an "assessment collection 

und" was created in 1918. Bonds, in the amount 

of $1,500,000.00 have been used to finance this 
fund which is rotary in character. That is, the 
City plenned to buy in delinquent property when 
necessary, work out plans to collect unpaid assess- 
ments, and to sell it, getting the property back 
on the tax roll. Because of the over-supply of 
desirable building sites, sales of property held 
by the rotary fund have been very few. 

Two schools of thought have arisen among our 
local realtors. One contends tht cll City-owned 
land should be back on the tax roll at any cost; 
the other contends thet such a method would glut 
the already over-supplied market. The factis, not 
much of the City-owned land is very valuable. The 
@,:00 acres now in the public domain are assessed 


for ebout $1,600,000.00. If placed suddenly "back 
on the tax roll," and assuming that this land or 
its equivalent would gtay on the tax roll,the City 
would secure some thirty odd thousand dollars per 
year in tex revenue. At this rate it would take a 
lon; time to recoup the $1,500,000.00, plus inter- 
est, now invested in the rotary fund. 

In our Park report we stressed the point that 


it would be sound economy and good planning to keep 
the 2,500 acres in public ownership. 

Last year we completed a land use survey to 
be used in connection with rezonin, studies. The 
Planning Commission initiated the rezoning of some 
600 acres in 1934 and 1935. We have plans for a- 
bout 300 acres more to be rezoned. These will be 
initiated soon. 

Another problem which we face is the estab- 
lishment of building lines on streets to be widened. 

Portland has three principal highway entrances 
which are more or less "freeways." Each has two 
moving lanes in each direction. In the center of 
the highway is a 4-foot separator strip. Because 
of topography, and other physical conditions ad- 
jacent to these routes, we have been able to pre- 
vent the construction of retail stores, and the 
like, which would spoil the traffic usefulness and 
the yaluable appearance of these routes. In one 
case (Corbett v. Carson) the zoning prohibiting 
the use of part of one highway for stores was up- 
held by the Circuit Court. This case was presented 
in the American Society of Planning Officials! News 
Letter about a year ago. 
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Courtesy, Portland City Planning Commission 


ICELAND REQUIRES COMMUNITY PLANS 


A town planning law in force in Iceland since 
1921 requires that every community of 500 or more 
inhabitants prepsere a town plan. Plens for several 
of the small towns heve already been completed. 
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PLANNING PROGRESS 
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CENTRAL CITY MAJOR HIGHWAY SYSTEM — PRUPOSED 
Courtesy, Phila. City Planning Comm. 


Wilkes-Barre: Announces that the fundamental in- 
terests which tie it to the other cities and bor- 
oughs of the region are: 1. Flood control prob- 
lems; 2. Taxation; 3.The anthracite coal industry; 
4. Sewer systems and sewage disposal; 5. Parks, 
playgrounds, and community recreation; 6. Welfare 
and charitable undertakings; 7. Employment; 8. 
Traffic and transportation; 9. Streets, sidewalks 
and residential areas; 10. Building lines, build- 
ing restrictions, fire hazards and fire protection; 
1l. Police powers, and the uniform use of modern 
police protection methods as safeguards; 12. Finan- 
cing of private enterprises and municipal improve- 
ments; 13. Housing, hospitalization, schools, pub- 
lic and private, churches, public buildings, the 
amortization of public debts; 14. The control and 
spending of public funds, and many other major mu- 
nicipsl problems which affect ell municipalities. 


Harrisburg: Citizens continue to be proud of their 
river front, and nothing that may spoil it will be 
tolerated. iverything done in connection with it 
is watched carefully, so that this magnificent na- 
tural feature may not be spoiled. But, there ap- 
pears to be no such jealous protection and care 
for the other treasure of the city, for tall, fac- 
tory-like buildings are permitted to blot the mag- 
nificent dome of the capitol from the sky, and ap- 
parently there is no one who will protest. Harris- 
burg has no zoning ordinance. 


Oo 


Reading: A new city planning and WPA engineering 
bureau has been organized, which will locate and 
plan possible works projects, so that such devel- 
opment will fit into the master city plan, and be 
of nermanent value to the comnunity. This bureau 
will work in close cooperation with the other bur- 
eaus of the city government. It will make detailed 
working plans, as well as inspect the various pro- 
jects while under construction. 
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IN PENNSYLVANIA CITIES 


Brie: Public meetings, at which objections to the 
tentative zoning ordinance may be made, are now 
being held. The zoning plans were first offered 
to city council in 1930, but due to legal objec- 
tions, were referred back to the Planning Commis- 
sion. 

Under these new zoning plans, the city is di- 
vided into six districts: Single-family houses, 
two-family houses, apartments, business, heavy and 
light industry. 

Because of the congestion which exists in the 
industrial sections of the city, a very great need 
is felt for more recreational areas which are eas- 
ily accessible to children, as well as working men 
and women. 


Lancaster: More than 7,000 citizens have signed 
petitions requesting municipal authorities to pur- 
chase sites for playgrounds in various sections of 
the city. 

The petitions all state the need for quick 
action in the matter, lest the few possible plots 
remaining be built upon and lost forever as play- 
ground sites. 

As partofa long range planning and construc- 
tion program, the city proposes a highway by-pass 
for heavy traffic,slum clearance,more playgrounds, 
and a boulevard along the Conestoga Creek. It is 
hoped to have plans ready for these projects, if 
and when another large program of public works is 
undertaken. (From Penna, "Planning & Zoning", Oct. 'S6.) 





SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PLANNING 


Some time ago, in discussing planning with 
representatives of the National Economic and 
Social Planning Association, I suggested that 
their organization could supplement the work 
of the physical planners by providing informa- 
tion on "social" and "economic" planning. It 
was suggested that an outline on economic plan- 
ning and a bibliography would be of assistance 
to those who are engaged in the physical plan- 
ning of cities, counties, regions and states. 
Such an outline has been prepared and was 
printed in the October issue of "Plan Age." 
Through the courtesy of its publishers we are 
able to send to our members this reprint to- 
gether with a copy of the November issue of 
that magazine. 

Whether you agree with this outline or not, 
we believe it will be interesting and valuable. 
It is our own opinion that the bibliography ap- 
pearing in the November issue is entirely too 
limited, particularly in "physical planning," 
to be of any material assistance to persons 
desiring to become informed on this subject. 

Walter H. Blucher 





Small city maps on front cover, cour- 
tesy of "City Planning.” Darten map, courtesy 
of Darien Town Plan and Zoning Commission. 
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HOUSING STANDARDS IN TORONTO 
Information Supplied by Tracy D. leMay 
Commissioner of City Planning 


The City Council of Toronto enacted early in 
1936 an ordinance (No. 14466; A By-law) "To estab- 
lish a standard of housing. . ." It provides in 
great detail for acceptable and non-acceptable 
conditions with respect to structure, sanitation, 
overcrowding, etc., and imposes penalties for non- 
conformance with the ordinance. The owner or his 
agent, after his property has been inspected and 
found wanting in several particulars, is requested 
within two months and at his ovm expense to bring 
the defective building up to standard or demolish. 

A recent survey of the Lieutenant-Governor's 
Committee m Housing Conditions in Toronto resulted 
in inspection of 1,123 properties, of which number 
801 were notified, under authority of the By-law 
mentioned above, to make repairs. Of these 801 to 
which notices were sent a tabulation has been made 
which we herewith quote in part: 


Number of premises found satisfactory 24 
Number of premises found satisfactory 

with minor exceptions 458 
Number of premises to be demolished 40 
Dwellings found to be overcrowded 21 


TOWN PLANNING IN NEW ZEALAND 


New Zealand has a population of about 14 mil- 
lion of which 382,000 centers in Aukland, Welling- 
ton, Christchurch and Dunedin. The Town Planning 
Institute has 100 members who are architects, land 
Surveyors or civil engineers. About 25% engage 
actively in planning. 

The Town Planning Board of the New Zealand 
Government is considering planning schemes from 11 
towns, and has given provisional approval to one. 
In Christchurch the civic survey has been completed 
and the zoning scheme is before the Town Planning 
Board. It is of interest that when the town plan 
is approved, it has the force of law and becomes 
binding upon the local authority and tMe public. 


PLANNING POSITION OPEN 


At the last session, the Connecticut legisla- 
ture passed a special act giving the City of 
Bridgeport an excellent planning set-up and pro- 
viding for a Master Plan and full control of sub- 
division of property through the city plan office. 

The Commission is to have a full time city 
planner. The civil service examination for this 
position will be held shortly; starting salary will 
be $2,000 - $2,400. Details as to date of examin- 
ation, necessary qualifications of applicants,etc., 
may be obtained from Mr. Ellsworth Wolfsperger, 
Civil Service Commissioner, 925 Main Street, 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. 


IT WAS NOT TRUE 


In our July News Letter we reproduced a clip- 
ping from the Middletown Herald (New York) under 
the head "Unfortunately Too True," which dealt 
with the activities of the Orange County Planning 
Board. 

One of our members - not a member of this par- 
ticular county board —- has written us that "the 
actual truth is that Orange County has a very good 
planning board made up of extremely active and 
prominent people. This board, with limited funds, 
has undertaken many studies and has been of great 
service to its Board of Supervisors." 

We try in our ‘ews Letter to publish news i- 
tems relating to planning throughout the United 
States as accurately as possible, but we are glad 
to print the "dissenting" opinions of our members 
as in this instance. 


VOLUME | WANTED BY NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


As most of the 1935 News Letters are out of 
print we have been unable to accede to the request 
of the New York Public Library for Volume One. If 
some member of the Society will donate all or some 
of the issues wanted, we will gladly transmit them 
with the name of the donor. 


PERSONNEL SERVICE AVAILABLE 


The American Society of Planning Officials 
has in its files the personnel records of a number 
of persons available for planning positions. The 
Society has assisted in the past in suggesting 
sources of employment to those seeking openings in 
the field and has also worked with other planning 
agencies in placing men. 

In addition to the records which we have of 
our own members, we have access to similar files 
maintained by the several other organizations of 
public officials with secretariats in this build- 
ing: (city managers, finance officers, assessors, 
public works engineers, housers, public welfare 
officials, personnel officers, etc.). 

Through. the Public Administration Clearing 
House we have access to the personnel records of 
young men and women qualified for apprenticeships 
or junior administrative and research positions. 
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NEW YORK ADOPTS CITY PLANNING 


The citizens of New York City have spoken! 

By a vote of 9 to 5 the City of New York has 
adopted a new City Charter with a very strong city 
planning section. The vote was unusually signifi- 
cant because most of the opposition levelled a- 
gainst the proposed charter was directed to the 
city planning section. Criticism was directed a- 
gainst the planning section by its opponents be- 
cause "it would pave the way for dictatorship." 
Or, "The city-wide planning commission, provided 
for by the New Charter, is not needed . . . because 
each borough is better fitted to plan its own fu- 
ture than the commission will be." 

The citizens of New York, however,felt other- 
wise. They agreed with Charles Evans Hughes, Jr., 
@ member of the Charter Revision Commission who 
said, "The planning commission would check the 
City's haphazard investment of millions of dollars 
in unnecessary capital improvements and would pre- 
vent the development of slums and dead spots." 

It will be remembered that the city planning 
commission proposed by the Charter is to consist 
of the Chief Engineer of the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment end six members to be appointed by 
the Mayor for over-lapping terms. The Chairman, 
also named by the Mayor, will receive e salary of 
$15,000 per year. Esch Borough President is to 
appoint an advisory planning board of three men- 
bers who will serve without compensation. It will 
be the duty of the city planning commission to pre- 
pare a master plan and to pass upon changes in the 
zoning ordinance and upon subdivisions and plats, 
also to develop a long-time planning program. 
Plans are to be submitted to the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment for its approval. The commission 
can be over-ridden only by a three-fourths vote. 
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REBUILDING A CITY DESTROYED BY FIRE 


Not very long ago the City of Bandon in Oregon 
was almost completely destroyed by fire. About 10 
buildings out of 400 remain, 5 manufacturing plants, 
an auto camp and a few small residences or shacks, 

The Society sent a letter to Mr. Ormond R, 
Bean, chairman of the State Planning Board of Ore- 
gon, suggesting that when the city is rebuilt it 
should be reconstructed according to a plan. At 
that time we offered any assistance which the So- 
ciety might give. Mr. Bean has just written us 
stating that he has offered the assistance of the 
State Planning Board together with the assistance 
of the League of Oregon Cities in the rebuilding 
of this community. A paragraph from his letter is 
most interesting. 

"The city is devoid of improvements but faces 
a heavy debt load and no credit. The people I 
talked with on my stay there after the fire were a 
high type of business and professional men who saw 
the opportunity and necessity of care in proceed- 
ing. My advice was not to be too hasty and to re- 
strain themselves so that they would not plunge 
themselves into an impossible situation. They a- 
greed a modest, well designed city, probably ona 
new site within their present boundaries, would be 
advisable. The old business section was on low 
ground adjoining the river harbor with the resi- 
dences on higher ground. Also, the Coast Highway 
cut through a corner of the business section but 
avoided the major portion. This has for a long 
time been the cause of dissatisfaction amony the 
business people, and there has been some talk, even 
before the fire, of moving onto the higher ground. 
The stage is set for a real planned development if 
the progressive citizens can hold the others i 
control. This may require the trading of building 
sites, condemnation of property, rearrangement of 
streets, etc., and will be accomplished only after 
the highest degree of cooperation between the peo- 
ple of Bandon. The question is, will they be able 
to work out and stick to a program of cooperation 
for their own ultimate good. I am sure they want 
to." 


IS A TRAILER AN AUTO OR A HOUSE? 


According to the Detroit News Arthur F. Green, 
Justice of the Peace at Orchard Lake, Michigan,will 
require three weeks for a consideration of briefs 
presented to him by attorneys in a case which will 
determine whether a trailer is an automobile or 4 
house. 

Hildred Gumarsol, a Pontiac factory worker, 
was charged with violating the village building 
ordinance by residing in a building with less than 
400 square feet of floor space, according to the 
News. He has expressed the determination to carry 
the case to the Supreme Court should a decision be 
rendered against him. 

It seems that the defendant was not satisfied 
with his trailer, but he built a wide, screened-in 
porch on the front of it and spent the summer as & 
camper on the shores of Upper Straits Lake. 








( 
matte 
are n 
cided 
city | 
The me 
of the 
doubts 
for t) 
Sever: 
among 
ist Ci 
which 
Muni c: 
lian | 
of "T 


AN 


255 0. 
commi’ 
sessi 
cerne: 
Housi 
tiona 


mnitte 
types 
men r 
ties 

gesti 
in co 
lated 
the I 


need 

by go 
of a 

It wa 
dards 
prese 
the b 
tor W 
Offic 


Real 
nei; bh 
subje 
its v 
accou 
with 
commi 
and p 
sis, 
opin 
shou] 


reasc 
pects 
cuss 

those 


"Par} 
Admir 








n 


Se 
e 


it 
it 


1s 
ne 
ce 


is 


es 


av 
d= 


ge 
a- 
a8 


Low 
3i- 
way 
out 
ong 
the 
ven 
nd. 

if 
ing 

of 
ter 
e0- 
ble 
ion 
ant 


en, 


Lefs 
will 
or a 


ker, 
ding 


the 
arry 
n be 


fied 
d-in 
as & 





Cities are already beginning to consider the 
matter of trailer regulations. In some cities they 
are not prohibited in most areas. A few have de- 
cided that they are not to be permitted within the 
city limits. Others are providing trailer camps. 
The matter of sewage disposal is, of course, one 
of the major problems. Planning officials will un- 
doubtedly be called upon to submit recommendations 
for the control of this new form of "dwelling." 
Several interesting articles have already appeared, 
among which are: “Migratory Trailers and the Tour- 
ist Camp" by Spencer G. Parrott and Allen Fraterly 
which appeared in the October issue of "Minnesota 
Municipalities" and "Trailers and Cities" by Wil- 
liam H. Ludlow which appeared in the October issue 
of "The American City." 


AMERICAN CITY PLANNING INSTITUTE MEETING 


At the meeting in Milwaukee, October 24 and 
25, of the American City Planning Institute three 
committee reports occupied the major part of the 
sessions of the two days. These reports were con- 
cerned with professional education, the Wagner 
Housing Bill and the proposed statute of the Na- 
tional Association of Real Estate Boards. 

The report on education submitted by the com 
mittee chairman, Henry V. Hubbard, defined the 
types of planning work and the types of trained 
men required to do that work effectively. Facili- 
ties at present available were reviewed and sug- 
gestions made looking toward a better curriculum 
in colleges offering training in planning and re- 
lated professional fields and the contribution of 
the Institute. 

The report on the Wagner Bill emphasized the 
need to consider ell housing, whether undertaken 
by governmental or private agencies, in the view 
of a sound and broadly considered community plan. 
It was suggested that planning-and-housing stan- 
dards similar to those which appeared in the memo 
presented at Beltimore in 1934 be incorporated in 
the bill. This report is to be forwarded to Sena- 
tor Wagner and the National Association of Housing 
Officials. 

The statute of the National Association of 
Re:l Estate Boards, which proposed to establish 
aei; hborhood improvement associations, was the 
subject of careful study and the committee stated 
its view that the statute does not take sufficient 
account of the principle that the city council, 
with the advice and technical counsel of the plan 
commission must belance the claims of landowmers 
end groups of lendowners on a broad community ba- 
sis, although initiation and suggestion for devel- 
oping and redeveloping portions of the community 
should be welcomed. 

The three committee reports were carefully 
reasoned, constructive analyses of important as- 
pects of present dey planning and the zective dis- 
cussion provoked by them indicated the interest of 
those participating in the Milweukee meeting. 

Trips were made to the PWA housing project, 
"Parklam," and to "Greendale," the Resettlement 
Administration project near Milwaukee. 


PERSONALS 


Frederic A. Delano, vice-chairman of the Na- 
tional Resources Committee, has been awarded the 
Fairmount Park Art Association medal of honor and 
with it, honorary perpetual membership in the As- 
sociation "in recognition of his outstanding ser- 
vices to the science and art of city, national and 
regional planning." 


Samuel Wilson (ASPO), consultant for the Kan- 
sas and Nebraska State Planning Hoards, has been 
appointed regional consultant for the Central 
Southwest Regional Planning group to conduct a sur- 
vey of drought conditions and remedies in the area. 
With the assistance of consultants and state plan- 
ning board officials from Nebraska, Missouri,Colo- 
rado, Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Kansas he will 
makea reportto the Great Plains Drought Committee. 





C. W. Pugsley (ASPO), consultant of the South 
Dakota State Planning Board, has been asked by the 
National Resources Committee to serve as regional 
consultant of the Central Northwest Regional Plan- 
ning Commission for the preparation of a regional 
report covering the states of Montana, North Da- 
kota, South Dakota and Wyoming, with possible ba- 
sin reports from Minnesota and Iowa. 





Sidney M. Williams of Wellesley was elected 
chairman and Gilbert Robinson, a memberof the Med- 
ford Planning Board, secretary of the Massachusetts 
Federation of Planning Boards at the recent annual 
conference of the Federation at Wellesley. 


STATE PLANNING CONFERENCE 


A state-wide planning conference for Missouri 
will be held in Jefferson City on November 23. The 
relationships of public works, land resources, wa- 
ter resources, le:islation, city and county plan- 
ning to state planning will be discussed. 


VISITORS TO ASPO OFFICE 


Senator Emil Vinck of the International Union 
of Local Authorities and M. Rene Didisheim, sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Inte:national Institute of 
Administrative Sciences, both of whom are resi- 
dents of the city of Brussels, and who are spend- 
ing six weeks studying methods of public adminis- 
tration in this country, visited the ASPO offices 
recently. 


HOUSING OFFICIALS TO MEET IN PHILADELPHIA 


The annual meeting of the National Associa- 
tion of Housing Officials is to be held at the 
Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, December 4 and 5. 

The tentative program announced in a recent 
Bulletin of the Association indicates that the fol- 
lowing will be main topics for discussion of the 
meeting: housing finance, police power housing 
regulation, proposals for protecting and reclaim- 
ins residential neighborhoods, etc. 93 








WASHINGTON NEWS LETTER 
Richard E. Saunders, Correspondent 


Back To Work: Now that the election is over Wash- 
ington is settling down again; going back to work 
more confident than ever that the Administration's 
plans can be carried out. The overwhelming nature 
of the New Deal landslide not only is regarded as 
a vote of confidence in the President but has the 
practical result as well of increasing the already 
huge Democratic majorities in the House and Senate. 
A new philosophy of government was at stake and the 
clear mandate is, "go ahead." 


Whot Was Decided: Definite platform promises were 
not very much at issue. Underlying principles were 
involved. The decision in this respect is both en- 
lightening and significant. It means that the 
country is not dismayed by cries about "government 
regimentation" and "planned economy." It means al- 
so that the people are not unduly concerned about 
the rigidity of states' rights and fine constitu- 
tional points. It does not necessarily follow that 
there is public favor for scrapping any of these 
limitations just for the sake of scrapping them; 
rather that the objective is the main thing. In 
short, once assured as to the objective, the peo- 
ple have made it plain that they do not see any- 
thing "un-American" in government planning to solve 
national economic and social problems. 


Planting The Highways: Bureau of Public Roads of- 
ficials are greatly encouraged by the increased in- 
terest state highway engineers are showing in the 
improvement of roadsides. Improvements have been 
noted in landscape grading, seeding, sodding, and 
planting. The planting of natural snow barriers 
has been found very helpful. Another new stunt 
that is receiving praise is the provision of small 
parking areas at scenic outlooks. koadsides have 
been, or are being improved, on approxim:tely 5,000 
miles of highway at a cost of more than $7,000,000 
of which the Federal Government is contributing 
more than $6,000,000. 


Legislative Program: S3eyond 2 new housing bill, 
little else is in the picture at this time. That 
is, the President has made no specific statements 
with respect to any other bills. In a broad sense, 
it is ‘pretty well assured that le,islative pro- 
20sals will be revived dealing with such matters 
as the creation of a national planning ooard, the 
extension of federal aid in developing water re- 
sources and eliminating stream pollution, and oth- 
er measures for the development and conservation 
of national resources. 





Second Guess: ‘ihen it comes to estimating what the 
relief needs will be ae year or so ehead, second 
guesses are apt to ve the best ones. This being 
the case, the President has indicated that he will 
follow lest year's policy and will not submit the 
relief estimates for the fiscel yeur of 1938 at the 
time he sends out his general budget message. In- 
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stead, he will wait until later on in the session 
when the situation can be appraised in the light of 
conditions as they then exist. Although it has 
not been stated in so many words, the clear impli- 
cation is that the WPA will be continued. Irre- 
spective of the relief needs for the fiscal year 
beginning next July, it seems virtually certain 
that a supplemental appropriation will be necessary 
to carry along a program for the remainder of the 
present fiscal year. 


Double Endorsement: In one of his New York speech- 
es, the President took occasion to stress the need 
for continued housing work. He pointed out that 
large sums of money have been spent on highways, 
bridges, museums,and other projects for civic bet- 
terment. While this is all to the good, he feels 
that we should not lose sizht of the fact that ade- 
quate funds have not yet been spent in providing 
decent housing for low income families in the 
crowded sections of cities. As a remedy, he en- 
dorsed the Wagner housing bill that just failed to 
make the grade last session. This measure provides 
for a decentralized program. The Federal Govern- 
ment would make loans and grants available; would 
undertake certain "demonstrational" projects. Lo- 
calities would take the initietive in planning and 
buildin;; the projects. Two weeks previous to the 
President's remarks, Senator Wagner paused in the 
dedication of the Williamsburg Housing Project in 
New York, reiterated his intention of putting in 
his bill again, said that consideration of the bill 
last session has eased the way for passage this 
time. 


Squeezing Through: The PWA Housing Division wes 
supposed to close its program almost a year ago. 
One project that has been in the dickering stage 
for a long time has just received the official 
stamp of approval. An exception has been made in 
this case due apparently to the fact that this pro- 
ject has been knocking around for a long time and 
also to the ability o1 PWA officials in scooping 
up some loose funds. This particular project is 
for Lackawanna, N. Y. The allotment, however, is 
conditioned upon the acquisition of a suitable site 
at a justifiable price. 


Population Trends: According to estimutes of the 
Department of Agriculture, the pull of industrial 
centers with their increasing employment opportu- 
nities is continuing to make itself felt on the farm 
population. Taking all factors into consideration, 
however, the estimate is that the number of persons 
on farms his not changed very much. On « sectional 
basis shifts were noticed that are traceable to the 
drought. Continued decreases were show in the 
farm populations in the hardest hit drought areas 
of the West North Central section, the West South 
Central section, and in the Mountain States. For 
the first time since 1930, each rezion except one 
showed more persons moving from farms to cities and 
towns than from cities to farms. The one exception 
was in the Pacific states where an equal ratio in 
this population flow was meintzined. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


A DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION OF THE URBAN AND RURAL 
USES OF LAND: Prepared for Property Use Maps and 
Plenning Studies. Bryant Hall, Research Engineer. 
Regional Planning Commission of Los Angeles Coun- 
ty, 205 Broadway, Los Angeles. July 1, 1956. 
56pp.mimeo. 


GREENBELT PLANNING; Resettlement Administration 
Builds Three Model Towms. John Dreier. Reprinted 
from August 1936 issue of "Pencil Points." A copy 
of this publication will be sent to our members 
shortly. 


TRAILERS AND CITIES. William H. Ludlow. American 
City, 470 Fourth Avenue, New York City. October 


MOBILITY AND CHANGES OF POPULATION IN VIRGINIA 
1930 TO 1935. Volume IX, Report of the Virginia 
State Planning Board, 1200 Travelers Building, 


Richmond, Virginia. October 1956.  82pp.mimeo. 
tables ,graphs,maps. 
PROGRESS REPORT. Submitted to the Vermont State 


Planning Board and the National Resources Commit- 
tee. Dana Doten, Director, John Nolen, Consultant, 
Vermont State Planning Board, Montpelier, Vermont. 
1936. 84pp.charts,maps. 


POPULATION IN MISSISSIPPI; A preliminary study. 
Volume I, Number 2. Mississippi State Planning 
Commission,426 Yazoo Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 
dimeo.tables,charts. 


AN ANALYSIS OF AERONAUTICAL LEGISLATION RELATING 
TO NEW ENGLAND. Publication No. 42. October 1956. 
New England Regional Planning Commission, National 
Resources Committee, District No. 1, 2100 Federal 
Building, Boston, Massachusetts. 13pp. 


URBAN ZONING. Part I, The Legal Basis for Zoning 
and the Procedure Precedent to the Establishment 
of a Zoning Commission. State Planning and Devel- 
opment Commission, Concord, New Hampshire. 2lpp. 
plano. $.10. (Table of Contents: Section 1, The 
Constitutional Power That is Called Police; Sec- 
tion 2, The Distinctions Between the Great Powers 
of Police and Eminent Domain; Section 3, Procedure 
for Municipalities Desiring to Zone. Also: The 
New Hampshire Urban Zoning Enabling Law with Anno- 
tations.) 


THE ECONOMICS OF THE PARKING LOT. 
Blucher, Executive Director, American Society of 
Planning Officials. The Planners’ Journal, pub- 
lished by the American City Planning Institute, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. September-October 1936. 
$3.00 per year. $.50 per copy. pp.115-119. 


Walter H. 


NATIONAL, STATE, REGIONAL AND TOWN PLANNING: A 
Series of Lectures Delivered at Iowa State College, 
(Ames, Iowa) 1936. Mimeographed. 


THE THOUGHTWAYS OF CONTHMPORSRY SOCIOLOGY. 


George 
A. Lundberg. 


American Sociological Review, 450 
Ahnaip Street, Menasha, Wisconsin. October 1936. 
$1.00. pp.703-723. (A first-rate article describ- 
ing the limitations of present-day sociology and 
the need for basic definitions.) 


AMERICAN PLANNING AND CIVIC ANNUAL. Edited by 
Harlean James. American Planning and Civic Asso- 
ciation,901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. 
1936. $3.00. (Including papers selected from na- 
tional, regional and state park conferences and 
the Joint Planning Conference.) 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION, 
1931-1935, (The Federation of State Leagues of Mu- 
nicipalities) for the Annual Meetinzs of the Five 
Years 1931-1935. American Municipal Associ:.tion, 
850 East S&th Street, Chicago, Illinois. 1926. 
828pp. $7.00. 


PWA: THE FIRST THREE YEARS. Federal Emergency Ad- 
ministration of Public Works; Herold L. Ickes, Ad- 
ministrator. United States Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C. 1936. 44pp.photos. (An 
attractively printed and illustrated booklet which 
tells the story of PiiA activities.) 


SUBURBAN LAND SPECULATION. Robert Whitten. The 
Journal of Land and Public Utility Economics, 
Northwestern University, Chicago, Illinois. August 
1936. Sinple copy $1.25. pp.221-227. 


RURAL ZONING ORDINANCES IN WISCONSIN. W. A. Row- 
lands and F. B. Trenk. Wisconsin Circular 281, 
Extension Service of the College of Agriculture, 
the University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. 
40pp. (A circular which describes in detail the 
reasons for rural zoning, the provisions in effect 
in Wisconsin, and the essential steps to be ti ken 
to obtain rural zoning. Included is the complete 
text of the Wisconsin County Zonin; Law.) 


THE CASCADE LOW LEVEL TUNNEL; An Inquiry as to 
Economic Feasibility of Building a Tunnel Through 
the Cascade Range in Washington for Rail and Vehi- 
cular Traffic as Proposed by the Late Brigadier 
General H. F. Chittenden. Washington State Plan- 
ning Council (with cooperation of Works Progress 
Administration), Olympia, Washington. Au, ust l, 
1936. 86pp.mimeo.charts,tables,maps. $.50. 


SYNOPSIS OF THE MAJOR INVESTIGATIONS AND STUDIES 
MADE AND BEING MADE BY THE IDAHO STATE PLANNING 
BOARD. Idaho State Planning Board, Boise, Idaho. 
September 1936. 7pp.mimeo. 


RECREATION AS AN IDAHO INDUSTRY. 
Planning Assistant. 
Boise, Idaho. 


Nelle Tobias, 
Idaho State Planning Board, 
August 1936. Spp.mimeo. 


CONSERVATION. IN IDAHO. J. D. Wood, Consultant. 
Idaho State Planning Board, Boise, Idaho. Septem- 
ber 1936. 6pp. (An address before the State Fed- 
eration of Women's Clubs, September 25, 1936.) 
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SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN’S PLAN FOR THE REBUILDING OF THE BURNED AREA 
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